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 ANALYTICAL REPORT 
 

 

1. Introduction 

One of the three processes of decentralization, de-concentration has been a feature of the 
Liberian governments political and administrative apparatus since the founding of the 
country in 1847. While this situation is true of Liberia long before the entry of decentralization 
into development literature and since it has become a key concept to localizing development 
very little has been done in this regard till lately, about six and seven years ago when both 
the Decentralization policy and the new Local Government Act were enacted into law. 
Moreover, Liberia had developed several legal administrative laws and regulations by which 
the country was governed administratively and politically.  The constitution of 1847 at 
independence granted provision for the establishment of local governments. Indeed, this 
process has been ongoing since the first establishment of the original three counties and now 
fifteen counties. 

The roles local governments and cities play and their management can further the aims and 
objectives of decentralization, effective local leadership and good urban governance. 
Decentralization as well as the adoption of participatory approaches and processes for the 
design, development and implementation of projects and programs can increase prospects of 
democracy and enhance local enablement and involvement in national and regional (territorial) 
development. Indeed, this study relies on the essentials of effective local leadership because it is 
through the elements of decentralization that links a territory in a functional dimension to 
national development. 

Thus, it is good for local governments to be self-reliant, raise revenue and utilize those resources 
properly in accordance with established procedures and processes. This study argues that the 
management of decentralized territory and their service delivery responsibilities can be 
improved through more effective local leadership processes and democracy.  

Reasoning thus, this study presents a departure from the conventional ways that Liberia has been 
viewed as conflicts between two groups of people, one, the settlers and the other, the indigenous 
people, who themselves are not homogeneous but heterogeneous groups of people. Moreover, 
that frame of analytical reference about Liberia is no longer serviceable in discussing 
development in LIBERIA. This study attempts to discuss the spatial development of Liberia 
through the lens of concepts that expound the kind of development that is happening in Liberia. 
These include mentions of domination, center-periphery, authority-dependent relationships 
among others 
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This analytical report navigates the various historical aspects and processes of Liberia’s 
development in as far as these aspects relate to unfolding realities in the contexts of Liberia’s 
road to decentralization.  

2. CONTEXT OF THE STUDY 
 
The EU has developed its new financing arrangement and instrument in order to guide the next 
phase of engagement that will provide guiding principles for programming development 
assistance for countries to benefit from funds provided by the EU over the next six years 2021 
through 2027. Accordingly, this study of the local government institutions in Liberia will provide 
an assessment of the degree of preparedness of local governments in Liberia in as far as 
decentralization impulses impact support to the realization of implementing this new 
arrangement in Liberia. On the other hand, it will attempt to identify and suggest support 
possibilities for enhancing needed strategic inputs to the realization of establishing and 
supporting territorial and or spatial development in Liberia.  
 

3. ACRONYMS 

LISGIS      Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Services 

MIA          Ministry of Internal Affairs 

MFDP       Ministry of Finance and Development Plannig  

MPEA       Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs 

MFDP       Ministry of Finance and Development Planning 

UL            University of Liberia 

4. LIST OF PICTURES AND TABLES 

Map of Liberia   1        Liberia at independence 

Map of Liberia 2        Regions of Liberia 

Map of Liberia 3        Counties of Liberia in 1964 after survey 

Map of Liberia 4        Counties and territories 

Map of Liberia 5         Current political sub-divisions of Liberia  

Tables 

Table 1       Local Governments in Liberia, year established and periodic changes 

Table 2       Counties, year cities established and population estimates  
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5. METHODOLOGY  

This study is in two parts, namely, preparation of a compendium of literature that supports the 
study rationale and secondly, an analytical report that will attempt to respond to three kay 
questions posed that need to be responded to. A literature review and desk study of various 
reports and other forms of documents relevant to the issues of the study was used. The literature 
review takes a historical approach. Being seminal, the study is constrained by the lack of various 
studies on decentralization in Liberia. The study also used impromptu discussions with relevant 
former and current officials of both central and local governments who had knowledge on the 
issues. 

6.  Analysis of the Political Economy  

The Liberian Political Economy is heavily reliant on the extractive sectors of mining and agriculture. 
Consequently, the economy experiences external shocks due to the constant drop in the prices of its 
primary exports. The mining sector predominantly comprises iron ore, gold and diamonds. The agriculture 
sector includes commodities such as coffee, cocoa, rubber and timber. With a low man ratio, the potential 
to diversify the agriculture is enormous.  Stated otherwise, there are abundant land areas for the 
promotion and diversification of agriculture sector activities.  But they are serious constraints experienced 
I this sector. This may include marketing linkages, value added and value chain possibilities.  
 
Liberia ranks as one of the least developed countries. (See UNDP Human Development Report, 2019).  
Moreover, the socio-economic statistical indices are poor due in part to the long years of war, the Ebola 
epidemic and above all the mismanagement of the country. Though the endowed with abundant 
resources, majority of the population is reliant on subsistence agriculture, which provides the largest pool 
of employment for the majority of the population in rural areas. The performance of the economy over 
the last decade has experienced mixed results. The initial forecast of the economy was reduced in 
response to the prevailing covid-19 epidemic crisis. (See Liberia Pro Poor Agenda for Development).  
It is pointed out that the text, Growth Without Development succinctly documents Liberia earlier paths 
to development. 
 Beginning from the pot conflict period, the Liberian economy has gone through the experiences of weak 
state institutions and a national economy left in distress and shambles. After over a decade of civil wars  
The population have experienced some degree of human security, peace and stability. Three national and 
Presidential elections have been held (2005, 2011 and 2017). These elections were expressions of the 
population and the governments’ drive to strengthen social cohesion and build capacities to manage 
political tensions and avoid and reduce violence and promote and distribute economic investments and 
thus enhance job creation. The peace and secured environment enabled the population to resume 
productive agriculture interventions and activities and the government on the other hand to promote 
investments into the country. 
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Towards this end, the government developed its Poverty Reduction Strategies (covering the Interim and 
regular periods). The first component of the strategy mainly focused on rebuilding the economic and 
technical infrastructures, which were in various states of dis-repair. The second component was to revive 
the traditional agriculture sector that provides the largest source of employment add thirdly to establish 
a competitive business environment. These were to set the basis for the growth of the economy in the 
immediate to near term. Under the Interim and regular Poverty Reduction Strategy programs about 2,500 
kilometers of roads were either constructed and rehabilitated, electricity generation increased when 
Liberia became a member of the West African Power Pool. Thus providing electricity to parts of rural 
Liberia.  
 
The current government inherited a challenged economy.  The gains of economic growth indicated by the 
GDP has not been felt nor sustainable throughout the country. The outcomes from investment inflows 
over the last twelve years show marginal levels of reduction in key indicators of disparities among the 
population and geographic regions. Inequality measurement show that in  2016 there were losses of 
adjusted Human Development Index (HDI) that show that 33.4 percent loss attributed to inequality in the 
distribution of basic development indicators in Liberia. Consequently, Liberia is among the lowest 11th.  
On the HDI Liberia is among the ten most unequal countries in the world. (See Liberia Pro Poor Agenda 
for Prosperity and development.) 
Liberia’s Pro Poor Agenda is about people, the development of a national identity that we are Africans. 
Over the next five years, the government intends to address the problem of basis needs of the population 
for income security and increase opportunities for self- improvement in an environment that is inclusive 
and stable. The goal of the Pro Poor Agenda over the long term is to raise per capita income levels and 
economic status of the country to middle income country as stated in the Vision 2030 framework. (See 
Liberia Pro Poor Agenda for Prosperity and development.) 
The goals of the Pro Poor National development agenda are: 

 to transform the economy and give power to the people and build a stable, resilient and inclusive 
nation embracing our triple heritage anchored in our identity as Africans.  

 To lift an additional one million Liberians out of absolute poverty over the next six years and 
reduce poverty by 23 percent across five of the six regions (no reference in the decentralization 
policy and the local government act) in the country through sustained growth that is inclusive 
driven by scaled up investments in the agriculture sector, infrastructure and human capital 
development. 

The following strategies were identified. 
 Power to the people 
 The economy and jobs 
 Sustaining the peace 
 Governance and transparency 

Monrovia the capital dominates the rest of the political economy. As the center, it dominates the political. 
administrative, social, economic, cultural, manufacturing, industrial, commercial and banking other 
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important sectors. This polarization influences the gravitation of related activities to the center. Other 
counties are like economic tributaries. There is very little inter-regional trade.   
Statistics: See Liberia demographic survey: 

 Population estimate    -  5 million 
 GDP per capita estimate -  6.2 billion 

GDP by Sector 
 Agriculture     - 34 percent 
 Industry Services - 52.2 percent 

(Source: Ministry of Finance & Development Planning) 
 

4. A BRIEF HISTORY OF DECENTRALISATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
4.1 AN HISTORICA SYNOPSIS  
 
De-concentration is one of the three main features of decentralization.  The 1847 constitution of Liberia 
provided for the establishment of local governments. Consequently, Liberia has had de-concentrated 
political and administrative features since its founding. The country has grown from the first three 
settlements that comprised Liberia to fifteen political subdivisions. Counties and sub-divisions were 
established. Cities were created and granted charters. The various ministries and agencies of the 
government are present in the various counties. Admittedly, the process has been rather incremental and 
slow. Not only that, several local government laws were made that governed the political, administrative 
and governance structures of the country. (Dan Morias, History of Local Government in Liberia, 
Monrovia, 2003). These developments have happened before and after decentralization was introduced 
in development studies.   Over the years and since the introduction and practice of decentralization by 
countries world-wide, the leadership of the country have aspired to pursue policies to develop local self-
government in Liberia. Importantly President Tolbert restructured the local government for promoting 
development. The creation of a Ministry of Local Government and Urban Reconstruction stands as one of 
the drives to give significant impetus to local government.                   
 
4.2 DECENTRALIZATION POLICIES IN LIBERIA 

 
The editorial of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Renaissance (MIA) publication of 18th. February, 2015 states 
that where the road not taken may have led? The question lingers and have been lingering for nearly one 
hundred and seventy years. It is obvious that where Liberia is the road the country took from the genesis 
of its existence. The editorial goes on to state that a centralized political structure imperial presidency… 
the lack of political will, what Monrovia decides is what the country must follow define the short comings 
that keep Liberia going undecided. The indications have always been that something is wrong with our 
governance system. The Government of Liberia developed the national decentralization policy in January 
2011 through a consultative process.  It is stated in the first section of the decentralization policy that 
“Liberia shall remain a unitary state with a system of local government and administration which shall be 
decentralized with the county as the principal focus of the devolution of power and authority;” 
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Indeed, Liberia has long-standing local government political structures set up along the experience the 
settlers brought with them from the United States. On the other hand, a customary administration system 
and structure already existed. Consequently, Liberia has a dual local government structure since its 
founding. It follows that the focus on decentralization is new in that it is at variance with centralized 
development –a system of governance adopted by the constitution of Liberia – a unitary state. It is 
important to mention that without the decentralization of the country; some decentralization features 
already existed from its founding. The de-concentration of some Ministries and functions of government 
had and (has) is already taking place. Presidents of Liberia have all made political pronouncements that 
support the need for decentralization but these statements do not translate into the required enabling 
legislations and actions. The constitution of Liberia provides for local governments. There are challenges 
that must be overcome, such as modernizing the system of administering the country and rationalizing 
the spatial hierarchy of the entire administrative structure.  

Along the decentralization policy trajectory, the University of Liberia (UL) hosted the second national 
development in 1972. The conference examined the efficacy of the sectoral approach to national 
development. The conclusion was that the sectoral approach was not adequate for national development. 
The conference recommended regional planning. A graduate study school in regional planning was 
established in 1983 at the University of Liberia and the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs (MPEA) 
now the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning (MFDP) has a regional planning bureau. In pursuit 
of this approach the country was divided into three regions, North-western region, north-central region 
and south-eastern regions. Already a couple of agencies of Government have adopted this arrangement. 
In fact, a former Minister of the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs re-echoed this approach and 
went further to mention that the regional approach was more suitable for decentralization. No further 
actions have been taken in is regard.  

The political geographic structures of Liberia are very special and unique to the development and 
implementation of decentralization of the country. The issues of identity (every county is like a nation 
state) where a dominant tribe occupy a territory may no longer be so pronounced compared to the early 
periods of national existence.  In this connection, the Government of the former President Tubman 
enunciated a Unification policy to create an awareness of one Liberian nation and was followed by 
President Tolbert’s total involvement and wholesome functioning society and as well other 
pronouncements made by other presidents. Given that only political considerations are used in 
determining the status of local areas, the rate at which the status of local government areas is changing 
are without any city and economic indicators. As a result, local government areas will increase in numbers 
beyond the capacity of the government to adequately fund. 

The development of these political structures that comprise the current political landscape is 
divided into two main phases with sub-phases of each. The first phase is the state formation phase, 
which covers the period commencing from pre-independence to independence and up to 1944 and the 
establishment of the international boundary of Liberia. The second is referred to as the nation-building 
phase which involves the consolidation of the different parts of Liberia into one body polity. The Spatial 
political developments are explained as follows: 

 Phase one – state formation 
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a) The transformation of three isolated settlements into counties (Montserrado, Grand 
Bassa and Sinoe (after the Kru uprising) counties). The Maryland colonization society 
joined the other three making them four counties. These were followed by the annexation 
of Grand Cape Mount County. They occupied a forty-mile inland distance from the coast. 
This was Liberia at independence. 

b) The expeditions of B.J.K Anderson and through negotiations and agreements with the 
various tribal groupings led to the expansion and increase in the territory of Liberia. This 
resulted into two important spatial development policies - the hinterland and later 
changed to the interior policies of government, later resulted to the establishment of 
three provinces, namely, north-western, north-central and south-eastern provinces.  

c) As the scramble for Africa intensified, the British and French mounted pressures on the 
feeble Liberian Government. Liberia lost territories to both the French (San Pedro) and 
the British (the (Gallinas territory). 

d) After long periods of negotiations between the Liberian Government with the French and 
the British between 1944 and 1951 the international boundaries were established as it is 
now. 

Phase Two – Nation Building  

a) President Tubman set up a boundary commission in 1962 that surfed the internal political 
boundaries of the country. The Commission’s report was submitted in 1964. The survey 
increased the number of counties from five to nine counties. The four new counties were 
created from the former three provinces.  

b) Additionally, five territories were created- Bomi, Sasstown, Marshall, Rivercess and Gibi. 
These territories were carved out of the previous existing counties.  Very Little is known 
about the rationale for the establishment of these territories. Marshall and Gibi 
territories were combined to form one county, named MarGibi County and the other 
three were themselves made counties, namely Lofa County, Bong County and Grand 
Gedeh County. 

      There were fifteen counties and five territories that comprised the Liberian territory. It is 
important to mention that the four counties established by dissolution of the provinces are by 
far larger in size than the older counties. It is an overstatement to conclude that the human 
settlement patterns in Liberia are incoherent and as well not yet well established and settled. 
The human settlements have not been stable as seen by the creation of additional new counties, 
created from existing counties. The political landscape is changing constantly as a result; thereby 
the possibility of creating new local governments over time in the country. More importantly the 
man land ratio is still low and populations are still moving; though populations and densities are varied 
and changing.    

Local Governments in Liberia 1847-2015 

Year    No of Counties established by year Total number of Counties by year 
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1847   3 original colonies                                          3 
1856 1 Cape Mount (annexed)                                                4 
1857 1 5 
1964    4 9 
1984 2 11 
1985    2 13 
2000 1 14 
2001 1 15 
2015       15 

Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs  

This is unlike other countries that have a Geographic board that monitors settlement growth, 
naming and spelling and as well gazette the history and nature of settlements and local areas. 
Hence the need to develop a national human settlements policy and law. In furtherance of the 
efforts of local government is a national land policy and as well a land use policy. 

The following pictures provide information regarding the spatial development of Liberia from a historical 
perspective.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 1 Political Map of Liberia showing the forty-mile distance from the coast featuring the five counties 
along the coast.  
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Source: Google maps 

 

Map 2 Three provinces of Liberia 

 



11 
 

 

Source: Google maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 3 County and territories of Liberia  
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          Source: Google maps 

Map 4. Counties of Liberia after dissolving some territories  

 



13 
 

 

Source: Google maps 

 

 

Map 5. Recent county map of Liberia and capital cities 
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Source: Google maps 
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5. LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

The legal framework for decentralization in Liberia is mixed. Indeed, the legal paper trail is good 
and encouraging. There is a Local Government Act, which is largely based on previous ones. The 
new Act provides definitions for the new administrative nomenclatures for the administration 
apparatus of the local areas. Though these situations existed and exist the necessary enabling 
legislations and political will have not been cultivated and developed or are progressing slowly.  

The constitution of Liberia mirrors that of the United States and provides for the establishment 
of local governments especially at the city level. Liberia is a unitary state; therefore, the local 
areas find themselves in authority dependence relationships with the central government. The 
central government plays a dominant role in the administration of government. However, Local 
areas now have some degree of local autonomy. Every county with its dub-divisions has a county 
development council and legislative caucus comprising the County Superintendent and the 
elected members of the national legislature for each county. There are district development 
committee for every district. Each county has a county development fund provided for a county. 
Local governments implement the county development agendas that were prepared through a 
bottom up participatory approach. Local areas may share the proceeds from a resource that 
exists in a county with the central government. This is referred to as social development fund. 

The decentralization policy provides for local areas to have limited autonomy. Certain spheres of 
national government and development responsibilities are provided under the decentralization 
policy and law. Others remain national in character and implementation is still dormant. The 
decentralization policy states that: 

All powers, authority, and functions in the following areas shall be exclusively reserved and 
exercised by the national government for the protection of national sovereignty. They are as 
follows: 

 Administration of justice 
 Auditing 
 Elections 
 Foreign affairs and international trade 
 Immigration  

 Industrial licensing and agreements; and intellectual property 
 Money, banking and insurance 
 National defense and security 
 National emergencies and natural calamities  
 National health, education, and water policy 
 Police and law enforcement 
 Posts and telecommunications 
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Former presidents of Liberia realized the need for building a more participatory, just and inclusive 
governance structures through decentralization. Policy statements were made by previous 
Presidents in this regard, but very little or no actions have been taken.  Progress made in this regard are 
incremental, incoherent and inconsistent. For example, former presidents made statements regarding 
decentralization in one form or the other. President Tubman’s unification policy, President Tolbert’s 
amalgamation and total involvement policies, President Doe’s green revolution, President Taylor’s vision 
2024 and in her inaugural address President Sirleaf stated that the people and their interests, as defined 
by them, will be at the very heart of our new dispensation of decentralization and the devolution of power. 
President Weah’s pro poor agenda recognizes the need for the creating and transforming the country. 
One of the strategies of the Pro Poor Agenda for prosperity and development is power to the people. 

5.1 ADMINISTRATIVE DELIMITATIONS.  

The 1964 establishment of the various administrative boundaries of local areas was largely a table 
survey. Very little was done to establish on ground realities of the lines of delimitation. Hence, a 
number of boundary challenges and issues have emerged and are being resolved by what is 
referred to as “boundary harmonization” for lack of a better term. Indeed, boundary delineation 
based on exact measurements on the ground can help to rationalize the spatial arrangements of 
the country. The boundary delimitation challenges are not only unique to predominantly rural 
areas but also urban areas.  It is observable from the table below that some cities are relatively 
large and others are very small. This reality coupled with the fact that the population is still low 
and the abundance of available land, this can suggest that the number of local governments will 
increase. Thus, there is the need for government to initiate a program that will regulate the 
increasing numbers local governments. 

Decentralization is not about administration and fiscal decentralization, but it is also a spatial 
concept. Therefore, size matters especially for areas where potential revenue sources are still 
undeveloped. Size can influence the development possibilities and potentials available to a local 
government. According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs records on the administrative areas of 
Liberia, the administrative areas include:  

Table 2. Liberia: Counties established by Year, city size and Population 

County, Capital Year established                     land Area km2                                       Population 
1 Bomi, Tubmanburg 1984 1,932 84,119 
2 Bong, Gbarnga                        1964                                      8,754 333,481 
3 Gbarpolu, Bopulu                   2001       9,953                                                     83,388 
4 Grand Bassa, Buchanan        1847    7,814                                                   221,693 
5 Grand Cape Mount,Robertsport     1856 4,781                                                   127,076 
6 Grand Gedeh,Zwedru           1964   10,855                                                   125,258 
7 Grand Kru, Barclayville          1984 3,895                                                     57,913 
8 Lofa, Voinjama                        1964 9,982                                                   276,863 
9 Margibi, Kakata                    1985                                        2,691                                                     209,923 
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10 Maryland, Harper              1857                                       2,297                                                     135,938 
11 Montserrado, Bentol *       1847 1,880                                                   1,118,241 
12 Nimba, Sanniquellie         1964 11,551                                                       462,026 
13 River Cess, Cessto              1985 5,564                                                         71,509 
14 River Gee, Fish Town        2000   5,113                                                        66,789 
15 Sinoe, Greenville               1847 9,764                                                            102,391 

 

*Montserrado County was the capital region of Liberia with Monrovia as capital of both the 
county and country. The legislature in 1973 changed this by creating Bentol as the capital of 
Montserrado and Monrovia the capital city of the County  

Sources: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Liberia Institute of Statistics and geo-information 
Services (LISGIS) 

Liberia has dual administrative structures. One is customary and the other based on the settlers’ 
knowledge and experience to recreate the American social and political order they knew. Liberia 
is divided into fifteen Counties. The Counties are sub-divided into districts and other lower 
politico administrative units that follow varied nomenclatures such as clans, towns and quarters. 
The Ministry of Internal Affairs reports that, Liberia has the following subnational areas: (i) 240 
chiefdoms, (ii) 580 Clans (iii) 141 “cities” (iv) 35 Statutory Districts (v) 129 Administrative Districts, 
(vi) 244 Townships; and 1,199 General towns.  

Realizing this as burdensome to the establishment of effective local governance units, President 
Tolbert announced an Amalgamation policy that would allow the combination and coming 
together of a number of small towns and hamlets to constitute one larger unit. This policy created 
some areas called general towns mostly in northern Liberia where the tows are much larger. 
Hence, there is need for the spatial rationalizing of the spatial hierarchy of the country. The 
current spatial configuration of the country is indicative of spatial inequalities. 

5.2 INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS  

There are institutions that could serve as power sharing organizations between the national 
government and local government. There are the county legislative caucus, the county 
development committee, district development committee and community development 
committees in cities. When these are formalized and granted legal statuses and operationalized 
can play pivotal roles in power sharing.  Moreover, various civil society organizations are creating 
the needed awareness and advocacy for good governance. But these institutions are weak 
considering the authority dependence relationship with power. People are now realizing that it 
is their powers being used against them and are now speaking truth to power through elections 
and other means such as calling on the President to remove officials from office for exhibiting 
bad governance. 

Reference the issues of competencies, shared competencies and transferrable competencies, the 
situations are mixed. While it is true that the center possesses a relative larger and diverse pool 
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of competencies which local areas can utilize, the emerging trends are that some local areas 
possess capabilities and competencies that are allowing them to experience rapid growth i.e. 
Ganta City a fast growing city. Indeed, the center does permit sharing of competencies allowing 
and transferring professional staffs from central offices to local offices in local areas. On the other 
hand, it is rare that local competencies are removed from local areas to the center.  

The capacity constraints both nationally and locally coupled with the lack of local data statistical 
framework to actualize local development is lacking. Decentralization in Liberia will require the 
infusion of capital. The numbers of planners that will be required to establish a robust functioning 
local government is indeed a huge challenge.  

 

5.3 RESOURCE ALLOCATION TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

The municipalities of Monrovia and Paynesville receive direct subsidy in the national budget 
apart from revenue raised from their own sources based on the city ordinances. Other personnel, 
such as Commissioner are paid monthly salaries by government. Municipalities pay the local 
staffs.  Patrimonial resources are not available for local development. The National Revenue 
Authority of government collects Real estate tax.  The 30% of real estate tax promised, not 
required by law, to be transferred to the Monrovia City Government does not happen. There is 
no legal basis for this to happen. (Source: Revenue office, Monrovia City Government) 

5.4 LOCAL AUTHORITIES MANDATES. 

Local authorities have both a general mandate and specific mandates to carry out their roles, 
competencies, responsibilities and functions. The general mandates are within the confines of 
the constitution and the charter of the city. Specific mandates are performed where a 
development in the city warrants the attention of the city mayor.  Riots and violent activities 
among other spontaneous activities as well as the general welfare and up keep of the city claim 
the attention of the mayor. 

5.5 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION: 

5.5.1 ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITES (AMLOGAL) 

The national association of mayors has been in existence since early 1973. It was called the 
Conference of Mayors. The first meeting took place in Buchanan City in 1973. Initially, the 
meetings were rotational. The venue was established based on the mayor that was elected 
President. Due to the rapid turnover of mayors, the group lost its momentum and became idle. 
After years of inactivity, the Conference of Mayors was reactivated and placed under the aegis 
National Habitat Committee chaired by the Minister of Internal Affairs, with membership of other 
ministries that have human settlements mandates. Countries were required to form these 
national habitat committees after WUF 2 held in Istanbul, June 1996. Sub national habitat 
committees were to be established but did not materialize. This body has been dysfunctional 
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until its revival under the Cities Alliance Country Programme. It is now activated under the 
caption Association of Mayors and Local Government Authorities (AMLOGAL). 

The Association of Mayors & Local Government Authorities (AMLOGAL) was officially formed on 
November 8, 2016 by a call meeting of the Mayors’ Council held in the Conference Room of the 
Ministry of Internal affairs (MIA). The decision to transform the Council to an Association was 
predicated upon the report of Hon. Rebecca T. Benson, Mayor of Tubmanburg and President of 
the Council. The 3rd United Nations Conference of Housing and Sustainable Urbanization (Habitat 
III) held October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador where the New Urban Agenda was adopted to serve as 
global framework for the implementation of the sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by cities 
of the world. The Association is formed as a non-governmental, non-political and not-for-profit 
entity for membership into the United Cities & Local Governments-Africa (UCLG-A) based in 
Rabat, Morocco. (See AMLOGAL Strategic Plan, 2017 -2019) 
 
The Mayors’ Council was reactivated on October 27, 2015, in the Bentol City, Montserrado 
County as a side event at the National Validation Workshop of the National Solid Waste 
Management Policy (NSWMP) of Liberia that was organized by the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
(MIA) and the Monrovia City Corporation (MCC) with funding from the United Nations Children 
Fund (UNICEF) and attended by Superintendents and Mayors from the 15 counties of the country. 
(See AMLOGAL Strategic Plan, 2017 -2019)   
 
 AMLOGAL has developed a strategic plan with a road map for implementation. The strategic plan 
is a tow year plan. Resources for implementing the plan will be sought through the Government 
of Liberia budget or from external sources. Indeed, obtaining resources from government will be 
a great milestone that will provide recognition by Government of the Association.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


