
Trade Licensing Act, Cap 497 

 

www.kenyalaw.org 

1 

(Repealed by The Licensing Laws (Repeals and Amendment) Act, No 17 of 2006) 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 497 

 

THE TRADE LICENSING ACT 

 

Commencement Date: 1968-01-08  

 

 An Act of Parliament to provide for the licensing of certain trades and 

businesses  

 

PART I - PRELIMINARY  

 

Short title.  

 

 1.  This Act may be cited as the Trade Licensing Act.  

 

Interpretation.  

17 of1969, s.2.  

8 of 1975, Sch.   

 2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -  

 

''business" means a concern carrying on the occupation of -  

 

(a) a regulated trade;  

 

(b) importing or exporting goods;  

 

(c) commission agent or indent agent;  

 

(d) manufacturer's representatives; 

 

(e) produce dealer or produce broker;  

 

(f) business broker or management consultant;  

 

(g) insurance agent;  

 

(h) estate agent; or  

 

(i) any other occupation, whether similar to any of the foregoing or not, which the 

Minister may, by order, declare to be an occupation for the purposes of this 

definition;  

 

"business transaction" means a transaction entered into with a business being a 

transaction connected with the occupation carried on by the concern which 

constitutes the business;  

 

"commission agent" means a factor employed by his principal to sell goods delivered 

to the factor, for remuneration called commission;  
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"conditional licence" means a licence granted under section 8;  

 

"general business area" means an area declared under section 3 to be a general 

business area for the purposes of this Act;  

 

"licence" means a licence, other than a conditional licence, granted under this Act;  

 

"licensee" means holder of a licence;  

 

"licensing officer" means a person appointed to be a licensing officer under section 6;  

 

"manufacturer's representative" means a person resident in Kenya in the year in 

question who acts as agent for a manufacturing or trading concern and receives 

remuneration from the concern on a retainer basis or on the basis of the orders 

which he obtains in Kenya, or both;  

 

"regulated trade" means -  

 

(a) wholesale or retail trade;  

 

(b) catering;  

 

(c) laundering or dry-cleaning;  

 

(d) hairdressing;  

 

(e) beauty culture;  

 

(f) shoe repairing;  

 

(g) motor vehicle repairing;  

 

(h) cinematograph film exhibition;  

 

(i) advertising; or  

 

(j) the sale by a manufacturer of goods manufactured by him;  

 

"resident in Kenya", in relation to a particular year and in relation to  

 

(a) an individual, means that the individual resides in Kenya, except for such 

temporary absences as the Minister may determine to be reasonable, and an 

individual shall be deemed to reside in Kenya if he has a home in Kenya and is 

present in Kenya at anytime in that year;  

 

(b) a corporation, means that the control and management of the affairs of the 

corporation were exercised in Kenya in that year;  

 

"specified goods" means any goods, or goods of any particular class, declared as 

such under section 4 for the purposes of this Act.  

 

(2) For the purposes of this Act -  
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(a) a person conducts a business if he is -  

 

(i) the owner or a part-owner of the business; or  

 

(ii) the person controlling or a person partly controlling the business: or  

 

(iii) a person interested in the business, but, subject to section 23 of the Penal Code, 

where a corporation conducts a business a person who is director or shareholder in 

that company does not by reason only of his directorship or shareholding conduct the 

business of that corporation;  

 

(b) a corporation is a citizen of Kenya if more than one-half of its capital is held by or 

on behalf of persons who are citizens of Kenya; and a statutory declaration made by 

a director or other person responsible for the management of the corporation that to 

the best of his knowledge and belief more than one-half of its capital is so held shall 

he prima facie evidence that it is so held; and  

 

(c) a partnership is a citizen of Kenya if all the partners therein are citizens of Kenya, 

and not otherwise.  

 

PART II - REGULATION OF BUSINESS  

 

General business areas.   

 3.  The Minister may, by order, declare the area, or any business part of the 

area, of any city, municipality or township to be a general business area for the 

purposes of this Act.  

 

Specified goods.   

 4.  The Minister may, by order, declare any particular specified goods, or 

goods of any particular class, to be specified goods for the purposes of this Act. 

 

Restrictions on carrying on business.   

 5.  (1) No person shall conduct any business, except under and in accordance 

with the terms of a current licence.  

 

(2) No person who is not a citizen of Kenya shall conduct a business -  

 

(a) in any place which is not a general business area; or  

 

(b) in any specified goods,  

 

unless his licence specifically authorizes him to do so.  

 

(3) No licensee shall enter into any business transaction unless the business with 

which the transaction is entered into is carried on under a licence.  

 

(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (1), (2) or (3) shall be guilty of an 

offence and liable to imprisonment for term of one year or to a fine not exceeding 

ten thousand shillings or to both.  

 

(5) Where a person is convicted of an offence under this section, the Minister may -  

 

(a) where he is the holder of a licence, in writing revoke the licence;  
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(b) in any case, in writing direct that no licence shall be granted to that person 

during such period (not exceeding ten years) as the Minister may think fit.  

 

PART III - LICENSING OF BUSINESSES OTHER THAN THOSE PROVIDING 

PROFESSIONAL AND CONSULTANCY SERVICES  

 

Licensing officers.   

 6. (1) There shall be so many persons appointed to be licensing officers for 

the purposes of this Act as may be necessary for the execution of this Act.  

(2) The office of licensing officer shall be an office in the public service.  

 

Partnerships.  

17 of 1969, s. 3,   

 7.  (1) Every licence or conditional licence granted in respect of a partnership 

shall be in the joint names of all the partners. 

 

(2) In the event of any change in the constitution of a partnership which is the 

holder of a licence or a conditional licence, the remaining partners shall, within seven 

days of such change, give written notice thereof to the licensing officer.  

 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, any licence or conditional licence 

held by a partnership shall, at the expiration of six months from the date of any 

change in the constitution of the partnership, or upon the issue of a licence in 

respect of the business concerned to the reconstituted partnership, whichever is the 

earlier, become void and shall forthwith be surrendered to the licensing officer for 

cancellation:  

 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply in any case where -  

 

(i) a change in the constitution of a partnership is occasioned by the death or 

retirement of a partner; and  

 

(ii) no new partner is brought in to replace the deceased or retired partner; and  

 

(iii) there are at least two partners remaining.  

 

(4) In the event of any failure to give notice, or to surrender a licence, as required 

by this section, each of the remaining partners shall be guilty of an offence.  

 

(5) In this section "remaining partners" means the partner or partners named in a 

licence or conditional licence who remain in the partnership after any change in the 

constitution thereof.  

 

Conditional licences.  

17 of 1969, s.3,  

20 of 1989, Sch.  

9 of 2000, s.101.   

 8. (1) A licensing officer may grant a conditional licence to a person who 

makes application therefor in the prescribed manner, and may attach any conditions 

thereto which he may think necessary.  
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(2) A conditional licence shall not entitle the holder thereof to conduct any business 

but shall specify the kind of business and the premises in respect of which a licence 

is to be granted under subsection (6).  

 

(3) The fee for the grant of a conditional licence shall be one-half of the fee specified 

in the Schedule appropriate to the business and premises specified under subsection 

(2).  

 

(4) A conditional licence shall be valid for a period of twelve months from the date of 

the issue thereof.  

 

(5) An application for a conditional licence in continuation of one which is due to 

expire shall be made at least three months before the date of such expiration.  

 

(6) At any time during the validity of a conditional licence, the holder thereof may 

apply to the licensing officer for a licence in respect of the business and the premises 

specified in the conditional licence, and if the licensing officer is 

satisfied that the conditions, if any, upon which such conditional licence was issued 

have been fulfilled he shall, upon payment of the appropriate fee and 

notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, grant such licence to the applicant.  

 

(7) Where a licensing officer refuses to grant a conditional licence or attaches 

conditions thereto he shall give to the applicant, if so requested, the reasons in 

writing for his action.  

 

Grant of licence.  

17 of 1969, s 4.  

20 of 1989, Sch,  

9 of 2000, s.102.   

 9.  (1) A person desirous of obtaining a licence shall make application 

therefor in the prescribed manner, and the licensing officer may -  

 

(a) grant a licence accordingly, either without conditions or subject to such 

conditions as he may think fit, or refuse to grant a licence;  

 

(b) where he decides to grant a licence and the applicant is not a citizen of Kenya, 

grant authority in the licence for the purposes of section 5 (2), or refuse to grant 

such authority. 

 

(2) Where a licensing officer -  

 

(a) refuses to grant a licence; or  

 

(b) imposes conditions in a licence; or  

 

(c) refuses to grant authority in a licence for the purposes of section 5 (2),  

 

he shall give to the applicant, if the applicant so requests, the reasons in writing for 

his action.  

 

(3)  Except as otherwise expressly provided, the appropriate fee specified in the First 

Schedule shall be payable in respect of each business authorised by a licence.  
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(4) A licence shall be valid for a period of twelve months from the date of the issue 

thereof:  

 

Provided that the Minister may direct that any particular licence or class of licence, 

whether defined by class of business or area of application or both, shall be valid for 

such other period as he may specify, and in any such case the fee payable for any 

such licence shall be varied proportionally.  

 

(5) An application for the grant of a licence which is in continuation of or substitution 

for an existing licence shall be made at least three months before the expiry date of 

the existing licence.  

 

(6) A licence shall specify the premises at which the licensee may conduct his 

business, and, where a business is conducted at more than one premises, a separate 

licence shall be required for each of such premises:  

 

Provided that where a business is conducted by one management in premises 

divided by walls but otherwise communicating internally with one another only one 

licence shall be required for such business.  

 

(7) The effect of a licence shall be to authorize the licensee to conduct a business or 

businesses specified in the licence at the premises so specified.  

 

Amendment of licence.  

17 of 1969, s. 5.   

 10. (1) Subject to this Act, a person may make application in the prescribed 

manner for his licence to be amended, and the licensing officer may amend the 

licence -  

 

(a) by substituting another kind of business for the kind of business specified in the 

licence, or adding another kind of business; or  

 

(b) by substituting other premises for the premises specified in the licence, by 

endorsing the licence accordingly. 

 

(2) Where a licensing officer refuses to amend a licence under subsection (1), he 

shall give to the applicant, if the applicant so requests, the reasons in writing for his 

action.  

 

(3) A licence amended under this section shall, not withstanding the provisions of 

subsection (4) of section 9, be valid for a period of twelve months from the date of 

such amendment.  

 

(4) There shall be payable upon an amendment of a licence under this section the 

appropriate fee specified in the Schedule in respect of each business authorized by 

such licence as so amended.  

 

Transfer of licences.  

17 of 1969, s.6.   

 11. (1) Save as hereinafter provided, no licence shall be transferred to any 

person.  
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(2) Any licensee who lends, transfers or assigns, or attempts or purports to lend, 

transfer or assign, his licence to any other person, and any person who borrows or 

makes use of a licence granted to another and not lawfully transferred under 

subsection (3), shall be guilty of an offence.  

 

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, a licensing officer shall, 

if so requested, transfer a licence to any of the following persons in the appropriate 

event -  

 

(a) in the case of the death of the licensee, to surviving heirs or the legal personal 

representative of such licensee;  

 

(b) in the case of the bankruptcy of the licensee or assignment for the benefit of his 

creditors generally, to the lawfully appointed trustee or assignee;  

 

(c) in the case of a corporation in liquidation, to the lawfully appointed liquidator;  

 

(d) in any case where the licensee becomes subject to a legal disability, to any 

person lawfully appointed to administer his affairs,  

 

and any licence so transferred shall, notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, 

continue to be valid for a period of twelve months from the date of such transfer.  

 

(4) There shall be payable upon the transfer of a licence under subsection (3) a fee 

of ten per centum of the fee paid for the issue of such licence.  

 

Display of licence and duplicates.  

17 of 1969, s.6.   

 12.  (1) Every licence shall, except when lodged with a licensing officer for 

any of the purposes of this Act, be displayed in a prominent position on the premises 

in respect of which it was issued and where any licence is not so displayed the 

licensee shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred 

shillings.  

 

(2) Where, upon application in the prescribed manner, it is shown to the satisfaction 

of the licensing officer that a licence has been lost, destroyed or defaced, such officer 

shall , upon payment of a fee of five shillings, issue a duplicate of such licence to the 

licensee.  

 

Principles of licensing.  

17 of 1969, s.7. 

Cap.502, Cap.504, Cap.505, Cap.513, Cap.472  

 13.  In the performance of his functions under sections 8, 9 and 10 a 

licensing officer shall -  

(a) be guided by the principle that businesses carried on in any place which is not 

within a general business area ought, where practicable, to be controlled by citizens 

of Kenya, and that specified goods ought, where practicable, to be dealt in by 

citizens of Kenya, and in particular take into consideration -  

 

(i) whether the activities in respect of which the licence is applied for ought to be and 

could be carried on by a business conducted by citizens of Kenya;  

 

(ii) whether the activity will be in the public interest; and  
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(iii) any special programme of development in the area concerned; and  

 

(b) satisfy himself that the applicant and every other person who will conduct the 

business has not -  

 

(i) been adjudged bankrupt and not been discharged, or entered into a composition 

or a scheme of arrangement with his creditors which is still binding;  

 

(ii) within the five years immediately preceding the date of the application, been 

convicted of an offence under the law relating to bankruptcy; or;  

 

(iii) within the period specified in subparagraph (ii), been convicted of an offence 

under this Act, the Imports, Exports and Essential Supplies Act, the Restrictive Trade 

Practices, Monopolies and Price Control Act, the Trade Descriptions Act, the Weights 

and Measures Act or the Customs and Excise Act; and 

 

(c) satisfy himself that the applicant and every other person who will conduct the 

business -  

 

(i) has attained the age of eighteen years; and  

 

(ii) has complied or will comply with all laws applicable to the business and the 

premises;  

 

(d) be at liberty to refuse a licence, or attach conditions thereto, on the ground that 

the applicant or any person employed in the management of the business has used 

discriminatory or otherwise unfair or improper trading practices in respect of that or 

any other business:  

 

Provided that a licensing officer may grant a licence not withstanding the foregoing 

provisions of this section if he considers it just and reasonable to do so in all the 

circumstances of the case.  

 

Revocation of licences.  

7 of 1975, Sch.   

 14. (1) A licensing officer may in writing revoke a licence on the ground that 

the licensee has used discriminatory or otherwise unfair or improper trading 

practices.  

 

(2) Where, under subsection (1), a licensing officer revokes a licence he shall give to 

the licensee, if so requested, the reasons in writing for his action.  

 

Appeals.  

17 of 1969, s. 8,  

7 of 1975, Sch.   

 15.  (1) Subject to subsection (2), any person who is aggrieved by the action 

of a licensing officer in -  

 

(a) refusing to grant a licence or conditional licence or revoking a licence; or  

 

(b) imposing conditions in a licence or conditional licence; or  
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(c) refusing to grant authority in a licence for the purposes of section 5 (2); or  

 

(d) refusing to amend a licence under section 10, may within fourteen days of receipt 

by him of written notification of such action, appeal to the Minister, whose decision 

shall be final.  

 

(2) The Minister shall not dismiss an appeal under subsection (1) unless he has first 

referred it to an appeals advisory committee and considered the advice of that 

committee.  

 

(3) The appeals advisory committee provided for in subsection (2) shall consist of 

not less than -  

 

(a) three members of the National Assembly;  

 

(b) two advocates; and  

 

(c) three persons who have experience in one of the occupations specified in the 

definition of "business" in section 2(1).  

 

PART IV - LICENSING OF BUSINESSES PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL AND 

CONSULTANCY SERVICES 

 

Application of part.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 16.  (1) The provisions of this Part shall apply to all persons conducting any 

business which provides professional and consultancy services other than a business 

set out in the Second Schedule.  

 

(2) The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette, declare that any business to 

which this Part applies shall cease to be a business for the purposes of this Act.  

 

Restriction on carrying on a professional or consultancy business.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 17.  (1) No person to whom this Part applies shall conduct any business 

providing professional or consultancy services except in accordance with the terms of 

a current professional licence.  

 

(2) Each professional licence shall be in prescribed form and shall authorize the 

holder thereof to conduct his business throughout Kenya subject to any conditions 

set out by any other written law.  

 

(3) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or subsection (2) shall be guilty of 

an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for a term of one year or to a fine not 

exceeding ten thousand shillings or to both.  

 

Grant of professional licence.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 18. (1) Any person who wishes to obtain a professional licence shall make an 

application in the prescribed manner to the Minister and the Minister may, subject to 

such conditions as may be necessary, issue a licence to that person.  
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(2) Where the Minister refuses to issue a licence or imposes conditions on a licence, 

he shall give to the applicant, if the applicant so requests, the reasons in writing for 

the refusal to issue a licence or for imposing conditions on a licence.  

 

(3) The fees specified in the First Schedule shall be payable prior to the issue of a 

licence applied for under this Part.  

 

(4) A professional licence shall be valid for a period of one year commencing on the 

1st January and ending on the 31st December of the year of issue.  

 

Amendment of professional licence.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 19. (1) Subject to this Act, a licensee may make application in the prescribed 

manner for his professional licence to be amended and the Minister may endorse 

such an amendment on that licence.  

 

(2) Where the Minister rejects an application made under this section, he shall give 

the applicant, if the applicant so requests, the reasons in writing for such rejection.  

 

Appeals.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 20.  (1) Any person who is aggrieved by the action of the Minister under this 

Part in -  

 

(a) refusing to grant a professional licence, or revoking such licence;  

 

(b) imposing conditions on a professional licence; or  

 

(c) rejecting an application for the amendment of a professional licence, may within 

twenty-one days of receipt by him of a written notice of such action, appeal to the 

appeals committee provided for in section 21 whose decision shall be final.  

 

Establishment of Appeals Committee.  

20 of 1989 Sch.   

 21.  There shall be established by the Minister an appeals committee which 

shall consist of -  

 

(a) three members of the National Assembly;  

 

(b) two advocates; and  

 

(c) two persons experienced in one of the occupations specified in the definition of  

 

"business" in section 2 (1) of this Act.  

 

PART V - ENFORCEMENT  

 

Power to enter premises and require information. 

 22.  (1) An administrative officer, a licensing officer or a police officer of or 

above the rank of Inspector may, upon production of evidence of his authority to any 

person reasonably requiring it-  
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(a) at any reasonable time, enter any premises which he has reasonable grounds for 

believing to be occupied by a business, and inspect such premises and any book, 

document or other thing found therein for the purpose of ascertaining whether this 

Act is being complied with; and  

 

(b) require any person appearing to be conducting the business or to be employed in 

it to give such information within his power as the officer may reasonably require to 

enable him to ascertain whether this Act is being complied with.  

 

(2) Any person who hinders or obstructs an officer acting under subsection (1) shall 

be guilty of an offence.  

 

Acts of agent or servant.   

 23.  For the purposes of this Act, a person conducting a business shall be 

responsible for the acts or omissions of any partner, agent or servant of his in so far 

as they concern his business, and if such partner, agent or servant commits any act 

or makes any omission which is an offence under this Act, or which would be an 

offence if committed by the person conducting the business, such person and his 

partner, his agent or his servant, as the case may be, shall each be guilty of the 

offence and liable to the penalty prescribed therefor: 

 

Provided that -  

 

(i) where a person conducting a business is, by virtue of this section, charged with 

an offence under this Act, it shall be a defence to the charge to prove that he had 

reasonable ground to believe and did believe that a competent and reliable person 

was charged with the duty of seeing that the requirements of this Act were complied 

with and was in a position to discharge that duty; and  

 

(ii) a person shall not be sentenced to imprisonment for such an offence unless, in 

the opinion of the court, the offence was committed wilfully.  

 

False information.   

 24.  Any person who makes a false statement or a statement which he has 

reason to believe is untrue -  

 

(a) in an application under this Act or otherwise to a licensing officer in connection 

with this Act; or  

 

(b) to an officer acting under section 22 (1), shall be guilty of an offence.  

 

Presumptions.   

 25.  (1) Where, in a prosecution for an offence under section 5, it is alleged 

that a person is not a citizen of Kenya, it shall be presumed that that person is not a 

citizen of Kenya until the contrary is proved.  

 

(2) Where, in a prosecution for an offence under section 5, it is alleged that a person 

does not hold a current licence, it shall be presumed that that person does not hold a 

current licence until the contrary is proved.  

 

General penalty.   

 26.  Any person who is guilty of an offence under this Act for which no 

penalty is specifically provided shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
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exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding five thousand shillings or to both. 

 

PART VI - SUPPLEMENTAL  

Exemptions.   

 27.  The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, exempt any class of persons 

who are citizens of Kenya from any of the provisions of this Act.  

 

Regulations.   

 28. The Minister may make regulations for the better carrying out of the 

provisions and purposes of this Act, and, without prejudice to the generality of the 

foregoing, for -  

 

(a) prescribing the forms to be used and the fees to be paid for anything done under 

this Act;  

 

(b) prescribing the conditions subject to which licences are to be issued, with 

different conditions for different classes of cases where appropriate.  

 

Acknowledgement of application.  

17 of 1969, s. 9.   

 29.  (1) Upon receipt of an application for a licence in continuation or 

substitution for an existing licence, the licensing officer shall issue to the applicant a 

written acknowledgement of such receipt which shall specify the name of the 

applicant and the business and the premises in respect of which the application is 

made.  

 

(2) If, at the date of expiry of a licence, the licensing officer has not granted a new 

licence and has not notified the licensee that such new licence has been refused, the 

acknowledgement issued under subsection (1) shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 

deemed to be a licence authorizing the person specified therein to conduct the 

business, at the premises, so specified.  

 

(3) An acknowledgement which is deemed to be a licence under subsection (2) shall 

be valid as such until the date upon which the new licence applied for is granted or 

refused, and in the case of a refusal such acknowledgement shall be surrendered to 

the licensing officer.  

 

(4) An applicant who fails to surrender an acknowledgement under subsection (3) 

within seven days after the receipt of a notification of refusal of a licence shall be 

guilty of an offence.  

 
L.N.1/1973, L.N.10/1975, L.N.274/1977. 

 
Order under section 3 
 

THE TRADE LICENSING (GENERAL BUSINESS AREAS) 

 
1. This Order may be cited as the Trade Licensing (General Business Areas) Order. 
 

2. For the purposes of Part II of the Act the area specified in the first column of the Schedule 
hereto, except the parts thereof specified in relation thereto in the second column, are declare 
to be general business areas for the purpose of the Act. 
 

SCHEDULE 

http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1


Trade Licensing Act, Cap 497 

 

www.kenyalaw.org 

13 

 

Area Excluded Parts of Area 

1. The area within Nairobi City 
surrounded by the following roads 
only –  
 
Mombasa Road, Nairobi Airport 
Road, Outer Ring Road, Jogoo 

Road, LikoniRoad and Enterprise 
Road. 

The area known as Mbotela Estate. 

2. The area within Mombasa 
Island surrounded by the 
following roads -  
Dedan Kimathi Road, Mbarak 

Road and Mama Ngina Drive. 

 

3. Nakuru Municipality (a) The areas immediately adjoining both sides 
of the following roads -  

Ibrahim Road, Nehru Road, Bondeni Road, 
Market Road, Harris Singh Avenue, Mosque 

Road, Kenyatta Avenue, Kenyatta Lane. Geoffrey 
Kamau Way, Lake Road, West Road, George 
Morara Avenue, Upper Factory Road, Timber Mill 
Road, Printing House Road,General Mathenge 
Road, George Morara Road, Watende Road and 
Kipchoge Avenue. 
 

(b)The areas known as Ibrahim Rahemtulla 
Estate, Nakuru South Estate, Shauri Yako Estate 
and Kivumbini Estate respectively. 

4. Kisumu Municipality (a) The areas immediately adjoining both sides 
of the following roads -  
Accra Street, Otieno Oyoo Street, Joshi Avenue, 

Achieng Oneko Street, New Station Road, Ogada 
Street, Odera Street, Oginga Odinga Road, Paul 

Mbuya Road, Pandya Road, Makasembo Street, 
Konzi Lane, Sam Street, Rahemtulla Kassam 
Road, Allah Bux Street,Temple Road, Obote 
Roadand Otuoma Street. 

 
(b) The areas known as Kibuye Estate, Mosque 
Estate, Makasembo Estate, Shauri Moyo Estate, 
Ondiek Estate, Kaloleni Estate, Lumumba Estate, 
Nyalenda Estate, Omino Crescent and Pembe 
Tatu Estate surrounded by the Nairobi Road, 
Otieno Oyoo Street, Sailors Close. Karachi Road 

and Kakamega Road. 

5.Eldoret municipality (a)The areas immediately adjoining both sides of 
the following roads- 
 
Uganda Road, Dhama Road, Kago Street, India 

Street, Muliro Street, Elijah Chemiyot Street., 

Nandi Road, Odinga Street, Oloo Street and 
Kenyatta Street. 
 
(b) The areas known as Shauri Yako Estate and 
Kivumbini Estate respectively. 

6.Thika Municipality (a) The areas immediately adjoining both sides 
of the following roads- 
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High Street, Uhuru Street, Bedford Street, 

Cambridge Street, Broadway, Commercial 
Street. Kenyatta Highway, Cross Street, 

Workshop Road, Temple Road, Magoko Road 
and Stadium Road. 
(b) The area surrounded by the following roads 
Kenyatta Highway, Industrial Road, Garissa 
Road and Station Road. 

 
 
L.N.381/95. 
 
Regulations under section 28 
 

THE TRADE LICENSING (FORMS) REGULATIONS 

 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Trade Licensing (Forms) 

 
2. All persons conducting businesses shall make application in Form A.1, Form A.2, Form A.3, 
Form A.4 or Form A.5 in the Schedule for a licence. 
 
3. No person shall conduct business unless he is in the possession of a valid licence granted in 

the appropriate form in the Schedule. 
  
L.N.226/94 
 
FORM A 

THE TRADE LICENSING ACT 

(Cap. 497) 
APPLICATION FOR A LICENCE 

 
(A separate application form must be completed in respect of each separate business 

establishment) 
1. Name of business/applicant ............................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................. 

 
2. (a) Income Tax Personal Identification Number (s) (PIN) (Not for new 
business)............................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................ 
 
(b) Postal address ................................................................................................ 
 

(c) Location of business premises: 
Plot No. ......................................Street/Market................................................... 
.......................................................Town/District................................................. 
 
3. Give full details of proprietors or partners owing business or director/ shareholders of the 
company, as the case may be. 

 
Name 

Nationality 
(Where applicable) No. of shares held 
(any additional information should be submitted on a separate sheer of paper) 
 
4. Full description of the business/manufacturing for which a licence is required 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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5. (a) Indicated the number and date of issue of any licence previously held under the 

Act................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................... 
 

(b) Give the date of commencement of the business and the period for which the licence is 
now being applied for (not exceeding three (3) years) 
............................................................................................................................ 
............................................................................................................................ 
............................................................................................................................ 
 
6. State if you are any of the partners/directors is an undischarged bankrupt. (if so, indicate 

the name.) ............................................................................................. 
........................................................................................................................... 
.......................................................................................................................... 
 
7. (a) Has any previous for a licence for a licence been rejected under the Acts - (if so, give 
details) .............................................................................................. 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
 
(b) Has any previous licence been cancelled under the Act - ................................. 
........................................................................................................................... 
........................................................................................................................... 
 

8. (a) Copies of the following documents should be submitted with the application for a 
licence: 
 
(i) If the applicant is Kenya, a copy of both sides of ID/card or if a non-Kenya current work 
permits together with copies of pages 1 to 5 of the passport; 
 
A non-Kenya shall produce a suitable identification document (for instance the ID card of his 

country or any other acceptable document in lieu of a work permit or passport); 
 
(ii) Relevant entry permit (s) for non-citizen 

 
(iii) Either- 
 

business name Registration Certificate; or 
 
Certificate of Incorporation and Memorandum and articles of Association in case of a Company  
 
(whichever is applicable) 
 
(iv) Lease agreement or letter from landlord confirming tenancy. 

 
(b) an applicant for the renewal of a licence shall submit only a photocopy of the current 
licence. 
 
I/We hereby certify that the information give in this application is true and correct. I/We 
understand that it is an offence under section 24 of the Trade Licencing Act to give false 

information in support of any application. 

 
Name of applicant.................................................................................... 
Signature ............................................................................................... 
Designation ............................................................................................. 
Date ...................................................................................................... 
 

L.N.226/94 
 

http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1


Trade Licensing Act, Cap 497 

 

www.kenyalaw.org 

16 

FORM A.5 

THE TRADE LICENSING ACT 
(Cap. 497) 

APPLICATION FOR A LICENCE 

(A separate application form must be completed in respect of each separate business 
establishment) 

1. Name of business/applicant ............................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................. 
 
2. (a) Income Tax Personal Identification Number (s) (PIN) (Not for new 
business)............................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................ 
 
(b) Postal address ................................................................................................ 
 
(c) Location of business premises: 
Plot No. ......................................Street/Market................................................... 

.......................................................Town/District................................................. 

3. Give full details of proprietors or partners owing business or director/ shareholders of the 
company, as the case may be. 
Name 
Nationality 
(Where applicable) No. of shares held 
 

(any additional information should be submitted on a separate sheer of paper) 
4. Full description of the business/manufacturing for which a licence is required 
........................................................................................................................... 
........................................................................................................................... 
........................................................................................................................... 

5. (a) Indicated the number and date of issue of any licence previously held under the 

Act................................................................................................................ 

......................................................................................................................

..... 
(b) Give the date of commencement of the business and the period for which the licence is 

now being applied for (not exceeding three (3) years) 
............................................................................................................................ 
............................................................................................................................ 
............................................................................................................................ 
6. State if you are any of the partners/directors is an undischarged bankrupt. (if so, indicate 
the name.) ............................................................................................. 

........................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

7. (a) Has any previous for a licence for a licence been rejected under the Acts - (if so, give 

details) .............................................................................................. 
........................................................................................................................... 
........................................................................................................................... 

(b) Has any previous licence been cancelled under the Act - ................................. 
........................................................................................................................... 
........................................................................................................................... 

8. (a) Copies of the following documents should be submitted with the application for a 
licence: 
 

(i) If the applicant is Kenya, a copy of both sides of ID/card or if a non-Kenya current work 
permits together with copies of pages 1 to 5 of the passport; 
 
A non-Kenya shall produce a suitable identification document (for instance the ID card of his 
country or any other acceptable document in lieu of a work permit or passport); 
 

http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
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(ii) Relevant entry permit (s) for non-citizen 

 
(iii) Either- 
 

business name Registration Certificate; or 
 
Certificate of Incorporation and Memorandum and articles of Association in case of a Company  
(whichever is applicable) 
 
(iv) Lease agreement or letter from landlord confirming tenancy. 
 

(b) an applicant for the renewal of a licence shall submit only a photocopy of the current 
licence. 
 
I/We hereby certify that the information give in this application is true and correct. I/We 
understand that it is an offence under section 24 of the Trade Licencing Act to give false 
information in support of any application. 

 

Name of applicant.................................................................................... 
Signature ............................................................................................... 
Designation ............................................................................................. 
Date ...................................................................................................... 
 
 

FORM B 
THE TRADE LICENSING ACT , 

(Cap. 497) 
 

MANUFACTURER'S TRADE LICENCE 
 

(under section 7 of the Act) 
 

....................................................................................................................... 
(name of licensee) 

is hereby licensed to carry on the following business occupations): ..................... 
......................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................... on 
premises situated at: 
Plot No. ........................ in ........................ street/market.................................. 
...................................Town/County. 
This licence expires on 31st December, 19.... 
Fee paid (in words):KSh. ........................ 
Place of Issue .................... 

Date .............................. 
........................................ 
Licensing Officer 
 
 
FORM D 

THE TRADE LICENSING ACT 

(Cap. 497) 
 
SMALL TRADERS LICENCE (REGULATION TRADE LICENCE) 
 

(under section 7 of the Act) 
.................................................................................................................... (name of 

licensee) 
is hereby licensed to carry on the following business occupations): 
...................................................................................................................... 

http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1
http://www.kenyalaw.org/kenyalaw/klr_app/view_cap.php?CapID=1


Trade Licensing Act, Cap 497 

 

www.kenyalaw.org 

18 

...................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................... on 
premises situated at: 
Plot No. ........................ in.................Town/County. 

This licence expires on 31st December, 19.............. 
Fee paid (in words):KSh. ........................ 
Place of Issue .................... 
Date .............................. 
............................................... 
Licensing Officer 
 

 
 


